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ABUSES  OF  PUTBLIC  CHARITIES. 

In  a  former  number  of  the  Register  I  made  some  obser- 
vations  on  the  Letter  addressed  to  Sir  Samuel  Romilly  bv 
Mn  Brougham,  relative  to  the  abuses  in   Public  Charities 

h1mT''%^T^"^^'!.^"''^'^''^  of  roon,  from   going  into  the 
details  of  the  pubhcation.     Those  details  are  too  im-^ortant 
to  be  passed  over,  and  though  there  appears  a  firm  determi- 
nation on  the  part  of  the  Ministry  to  resist  every  attempt  at 
retormation    It  is  interesting  to  know  how  far  the  infamous 
system  ot  pillage  and  robbery  extends.     Of  every  species  of 
robbery,  that  which  deprives  the  poor  and   their  "children  of 
their  property  and  privileges,  is  the  worst.     To  plunder  the 
riclimay,  in  many  instances  be  justified,   on  the  ground  of 
necessity;  but  where  we  see   bloated  luxury  itself  feastin- 
Its  appetite  on  the  property  of   the  poor,-where  we  see 
pride,  rank  and  wealth  wresting  from  the  labouring  classes 
the  funds  ongmally  intended  for  their  instruction  and  im- 
provement,  the  evil  becomes  too  monstrous  to  be  tolerated 
J^ere  is  a  species  of  plunder  which  no  excuse  can  palliate' 
licre  is  robbery  which  can  neither  be  justified  on  the  score* 
ot  law,  precedent  or  authority.     Here  is  villainy,  for  which 
our  excellent  constitution  afibrds   no  apology.     When   we 
comp  ain  of  a  wasteful  public  expend.ture,~when  we  Z 

S'r  "^'-^  ''''  ^r''^  "^'  '^''  Parlian^ent  on  t^e  uul 
bounded  profligacy  of  the  Ministry ,^when  we  request  an 
abolition  "  of  all  pensions  and  sinecures  not  mented  by 
public  services, '-^when  we  pr^y  that  our  prayers  may  not 
be  answered  by  the  bayonet,  that  our  count^men  ma^  no 
be  hanged  upon  false  evidence,  or  that  they  may  not  be 
diagged  from  their  homes  at  midnight  at  the  discretion  of 
a  secretary  ot  State,  we  are  answered  that  all  these  proceed. 

arf//'  ''\T^T'''^y  ^''^^^  ^^'^  ^'^   ^^  '^'^   ^"^'^  that   they 
fftllT     ^^^*]^^"'"'P^''''^^^^^^^'^'^'"'^"^  ^"d   that  it 
Ltr     R^^  f^^i'"g  of  dissatis. 

XnJ-  !  .'"  ^^^  "Misapplication  of  the  funds  for  the 
cduca  ion  ot  the  poor,  the  case  is  otherwise.  For  t/us  species 
o^  abu.e,  even  the  Ministry  themselves  have  never  attempt- 
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ed  to  offer  a  palliation.  They  have,  it  is  true,  so  cramped 
and  fettered  the  powers  of  the  persons  nominated  to  inquire 
into  the  extent  of  the  robbery,  that  the  investigation  wWi 
be  reduced  to  a  mere  thing  of  name  ;  but  with  all  their 
long-tried  impudence  they  have  not  had  the  eflVontery  to 
stand  forward  and  defend  the  right  to  plunder  the  funds 
left  for  the  education  of  the  poor. 

I  have  already  noticed  one  or  two  instances  of  gross  mis- 
application. There  are  hundreds  of  cases  equally  glaring. 
Some  lew  of  these  have  been  discovered,  in  consequence  of 
the  enquiries  of  the  Education  Committee ;  but  the  worst 
are  unknown,  and  it  is  probable  they  will  remain  so,  while 
we  have  an  House  of  Commons  that  is  the  mere  register  of 
the  Ministers*  will.  There  is  no  species  of  corruption  or 
abuse  that  does  not  either  spring  from,  or  is  patronized  by 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  therefore  the  only  effectual 
way  to  get  rid  of  the  evils  arising  from  a  system  of  traffic 
and  misapplication  would  be,  to  destroy  the  creator  and 
protector  of  minor  abuses,  at  once ;  but  as  this  is  not  an 
every-day  species  of  job,  we  must  be  content  to  do  what  we 
can.  If  we  cannot  root  up  the  tree,  we  must  be  satisfied 
with  lopping  off  some  of  its  most  offensive  branches.  We 
may  do  this  without  any  compromise  of  principle,  since 
nothing  can  be  more  just  than  to  take  the  least  of  two  evils. 
The  subject  before  us  is  prolific  in  the  highest  degree ;  and 
however  we  may  feel  disposed  to  censure  Mr.  Brougham's 
conduct  on  certain  occasions,  he  deserves  the  gratitude  of 
the  poor  for  this  exposure. 

The  cases  relative  to  the  Hampshire  Corporation,  and  the 
various  Charities  at  Wellingborough,  are  already  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  reader.     But   it  is   not   among  Corporations 
only,  that  this  system   of  plunder   prevails.     The   Bishops 
and  their  dependants  in  the  true  and  invariable  spirit  of 
priesthood,  have  taken  good  care  to  secure  a  pretty  fair  por- 
tion of  the  pillage.     At  Mere,  in  Lincolnshire,  there  is  an 
endowment  for  a  warden  and   brethren  of  a  very  ancient 
date.     The  Warden  and  his  lessees  seem  to  be  well  provided 
for,  whatever  may  be  the  lot  of  the  brethren;    the  estate 
consists  of  six  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  five  miles  from  Lin- 
coln ;  it  is  let  for  only  half  a  guinea  an  acre,  though  it  pays 
neither  tytbe  nor  poors'- rate  ;  and  £24.  a  year  is  the  whole 
sum  allotted  to  the  poor  brethren.     The  Bishop  of  the  Diocese 
is  hoik  patron  and  visitor ;  he  has  given  the  uardenship  to  his 
vephew;  and  the  former  warden  resigned  it  upon  being  promoted 
lij  the  same  prelate  to  a  living  in  his  gift.    The  sop  of  Ibis 
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right  reverend  personage  is  master  of  Spital  Hospital  in  the 
same  coutjry.  Besides  other  landed  property,  he  is  iti  pos- 
session of  one  estate  worth  6  or  o£70r).  a  year  in  riyht  of  his 
oftice;  and  all  that  he  pays  to  the  poor  is  .£27.  4s.  to  fonr 
or  five  pensioners.  What  will  the  advocates  of  the  Church 
and  Kinoj  establishment  say  totliis?  Is  this  a  sample  of 
the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  the  existence  of  a  National 
Church.?  Will  the  defenders  of  priestcraft,  according  to 
law,  say  that  these  things  oughl  to  be  tolerated  ?  Does  not 
this  single  fact  prove  that  tlje  English  are  a  gulled,  plun- 
dered, priest-ridden  People  ?  Is  this  Ctiristianity,  or  what 
is  it?  We  have  been  accustomed  rt>  abuse  the  Church  of 
Rome  for  its  base  and  corrupt  practices;  we  have  been  for 
two  centuries  railing  against  its  Clergy  for  tiieir  profligacy, 
extortion  and  corruption.  It  would  be  much  better  if  we 
were  to  look  to  our  own  establishment.  'I'he  Church  of 
England  is  about  as  corrupt  and  as  rotten  as  the  Church  of 
Rome  was  three  centuries  ago.  Its  Ministers  are  nut  quite 
so  powerful,  because  the  People  are  not  quite  so  ignorant  as 
they  were  at  that  period,  but  the  Clergy  are  fully  as  capable 
of  every  villainous  transaction.  Well  might  the  Bench  of 
Bishops  scout  an  enquiry  into  the  abuses  of  Public  Charities. 
Well  might  the  patronage-proprietors  in  the  House  of  Lords 
resist  an  enquiry  into  a  systen-i  of  abuse  and  mismanage- 
ment so  extensive  and  so  productive. 

The  case  mentioned  by  Mr.  Brougham  relative  to  the  four 
charities  at  Yeovil,  in  Somersetshire,  serves  to  shew  the 
effect  which  the  alteration  in  th-j  Bill  were  calculated  to 
produce.  The  Bill  proposed  by  tlie  Education  Committee, 
as  before  observed,  extended  the  powers  of  the  Commis- 
sioners as  to  the  examination  of  all  Charitable  funds,  but 
this  being  deemed  too  extensive,  their  powers  were  reduced 
to  a  mere  enquiry  into  those  connected  with  Education.  In 
the  parish  of  Yeovil,  before-mentioned,  there  are  estates  in 
the  possession  of  different  trustees,  intended  for  four  sepa- 
rate charities,  one  only  of  which  is  a  school.  In  this  case 
the  Commissioners,  were  they  ever  so  well  disposed  to  do 
their  duty,  can  only  search  into  one  portion  out  of  four 
of  the  abuses  which  have  taken  place.  When  they  have 
examined  the  deeds  and  accounts  relative  to  the  scliool, 
their  business  is  done  ;  and  though  they  must  know  that  the 
other  Charities  have  been  subject  to  the  same  gross  misap' 
plication,  the  accounts  must  be  left  untouched,  and  tlij 
present  possessors  suffered  to  rob  the  poor  without  a  possi- 
bility of  bringing  the  trustees  to  justice  for  what  has  be^n 
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done,  or  of  compelling  them  to  be  honest  in  future.  With 
respect  to  the  Charities  themselves,  there  Sf  eais  to  be  but 
little  <iistinct'.on  in  the  extent  to  which  they  have  been 
abused.  An  estate  worth  £700.  a  vear,  onlv  educates  seren 
or  eight  boys ;  lands  valued  at  11  or  £l200.  a  year,  only 
afford  a  miserable  and  scanty  pittance  to  sixteen  paupers; 
and  property  worth  £l50.  a  year,  is  let  for  £^.  Is.  ^d.  chiefly 
to  the  trustees  themselves.  The  school  only  will  be  enquir- 
ed into^  >nd  from  the  reports  which  are  in  circulation  as 
to  the  inU;ntions  of  the  Commissioners,  or  rather  of  the 
Ministry,  it  is  very  probable  that  ihh  enquiry  will  be  done 
with  so  much  *'  delicncy"  that  in  the  end  it  will  amount  to 
nothing.  It  is  strongly  reported  that  the  enquiry  is  only  in- 
tended to  be  performed  by  w  itten  interrogatories,  and  if 
this  be  the  case,  the  matter  would  have  been  much  better 
let  alone.  The  expence  to  the  country  would  then  have 
been  saved  ;  and  the  public  would  not  have  been  mocked 
with  an  imaginary  attempt  at  reformation. 

Id  treating  on  this  subject  in  a  former  number,  I  desciibed 
a  few  of  the  methods  by  which  the  BjH    had  been  sweated 
d«wn  in  passin<^  through  the  two  Houses.     The   prificipal 
of  these  were  the  altering  the  numher  of  the  quorum  from 
two  to  three,  and  thereby  reducing  the  number  of  quorums 
from^bw;'  to  trco,  and  the  curtailing  the  powers  ot  the  Com- 
missioners.    But  these  were  not  all.     Their  "  grave  and  re- 
verend" Lordships  were  not  satisfied   with  excluding    all 
Charities,  except  schools,  from  investigation.     They   have 
made  another  curtailment  quite  as  formidable  as  the  others, 
by  excepting,   not  only  the  Universities  and     the   public 
schools  down  to  Rugby,  but  generally  all  charities  having 
"  special  visitors,  governors, or  overseers."     From  the  enqui- 
ries of  the   Education   Committee,  it  appears   that  almost 
every  considerable  charity   is   subject  to  special  visitation. 
The  consequence  of  this  will  necessarily  be,   that   the  cha- 
rities in   which  the  Aristocracy  are  principally  interested 
will  remain  untouched  by  the  Commissioners,  and   in  num- 
berless instances,  they  will  remain  totally  unknown.     In 
considering  this  subject,  it  should  always  be  recollected  that 
the  disclosures  that  have  been  made  in  consequence  of  Mr. 
Brougham's  enquiries,  are  but  the  heginnir/g  of  what  would 
have  followed,  if   the   matter   had    been   fully  gone   into. 
They  bear  about  the  same  proportion  to  the  whole  as  the 
Civil  List  bears  to  the  annual  expenses  of  the  Government. 
From  even  the  enquiries  that  have  been  made  by  the 
CommittQC,  ^  number  of  instances  are  already  before  the 
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public,  in  which  this  last  alteration  in  the  Bill  will  prove 
effective  in  crushinjj  the  investigation.  At  Croydon  there 
are  two  estates  originally  intended  for  the  benefit  of  the 
poor,  and  which  ought  to  bring  i^lOOO  or£l500.  a  year, 
yet  they  are  worth  nothintj,  frocn  being  badly  let  on  ninety 
years'  leases.  Into  this  the  Commissioners  must  not  look 
when  they  go  to  examine  the  abuses  in  the  Hospital,  be- 
cause these  estates  are  unconnected  with  education.  la 
the  Hospital  itself  there  is  but  little  within  their  jurisdic- 
tion;  the  funds  are  grossly  misapplied,  but  only  a  small 
portion  of  the  charity  belongs  to  the  School,  and  even  that 
is  protected  from  enquiry  by  the  appointment  of  a  visitor. 
With  respect  to  visitors,  governors,  or  overseers,  as  the 
reader  may  not  exactly  understaml  the  term,  it  may  be 
proper  to  explain  it.  His  office,  or  rather  his  duty,  is  to 
watch  over  the  application  of  the  funds,  but  from  the 
method  in  which  he  is  appointf'd,  it  generally  happens  that 
he  is  a  person  whose  other  situations  prevent  him  from  dis- 
charging this  duty;  and  in  many  instances  his  interest  goes 
directly  to  the  protection  of  abuses.  In  general  he  resides 
at  a  distance;  he  is  therefore  prevented  from  attending  to 
his  duty  were  he  so  inclined;  and  when  it  is  considered 
that  the  appointment  mostly  falls  upon  the  Bishop  of  the 
Diocese  or  the  Head  of  a  House  at  one  of  the  Universities, 
we  need  not  wonder  at  the  anxiety  manifested  by  the 
Bench  of  Bishops  in  favour  of  this  restriction.  The  Hos- 
pital at  Croydon,  founded  by  the  Archbishop  Whitgift,  is 
entirely  protected  from  investigation  by  the  appointment  of 
visitors,  and  yet  the  evidence  pretty  clearly  shews  that  this 
is  not  a  very  trifling  instance  oi'  gross  misapplication.  The 
estates  are  valued  by  the  surveyor  of  tlie  house  itself  at 
£2,073.  a  year,  yet  they  are  let  for  £80'0.,  and  down  to  1812 
they  fetched  no  more  than  £'336.  A  free  school,  too,  is 
specially  appointed  to  be  kept  for  all  the  inhabitants  of 
Croydon;  but  none  has,  witliin  the  memory  of  man,  been 
taught,  although  the  master  receives  hs  emoluments,  teach- 
ing .another  school  for  his  own  profit,  and  although  the 
inhabitants  have  established  a  seminary  upon  the  new  plan 
to  give  education  at  their  own  expense  to  the  poor  of  the 
place,  in  the  very  school  room  which  Archbishop  Whit- 
gift devised  for  their  gratuitous  instruction.  Whether  the^se 
abuses  are  known  to  the  visitor  is  a  circumstance  that  may 
in  «ome  dee:ree  admit  of  a  doubt,  but  certain  it  is,  that  none 
but  a  corrupt,  proflig:ate,  abandoned  set  of  men  like  the  two 
Houses  of  Parliament,  would  ever  have  sheltered  sucli 
practices  from  enquiry  and  reformation. 
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It  appears  that  in  many  of  the  instaitces  which  have  come 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  Committee,  that  the  funds  of  pub- 
lic charities   have   not  only   been    grossly    misapplied,   but 
that  they  have  been  converted  to  the  use  of  persons  inter- 
ested i^n  keeping  up  the  corruption  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, and  that  they  have  been  made  an  instrument  for  this 
purpose.     I'hus  it  is  with  the  property  originnlly  intended 
for  the  use  of  a  free  school  at  Huntingdon.     The  land  is  let 
to  accommodate  the   trustees,  atid  is  made  the  means  of 
supporting  a  political  interest  in  that  Boiough  iii  opposition 
10  the  interests  of   the   People.     This  chority   is  likewise 
provided  with  vhitors,  \v!k>  either  cannot  or  will  not  attend 
to  their  duty.     Its  concerns  are   therefore  excluded   from 
investigation,  and  though  the  misapplication  of  its  funds  is 
notorious,  yet  that   misapplication  will   now  be  protected 
and  encouraged  by  the  law  of  the  land.     The  funds  belong- 
ing to  the  school  at  St.  Bees,  it  appears,  are  ahUe  abused 
and  mipappiied,  but  the  circumstance  of  there  being  visitors 
a})pointed,  wdl  protect  it  from  fcxaminatix>n.     The  leases  of 
the  land  wtre  granted  at  a  remote  period  for  1000  years,  at 
a  very  low  fixed  r^nt;    at  a  more  recent  date  the  valuable 
minerals  were  leased  at  a  mere  trifle  (3/.  14s.)  for  a  term  of 
8  or  900  years  to  one  of  the  trustees.     One  of  the  present 
trustees  r.ow  enjoys  the  lease;    a  decided   majority  of  the 
others  are  clergyraeH,   holding   livings  under  him,  and  sup- 
porting him  in   his  management  of  the  concern.     It  is  not 
to  be  supposed  that  the  clerical  gentlemen  will  impeach  their 
benefactor,  though   they   muse   all   be  well  aware  that  the 
lease  is  not  worth  a  farthing  ;    and  thus  it  is  that  abuse  is 
dove-tailed  into  abuse,  and  fraud  ingrafted  upon  fraud,  till 
the   ddferent   parts    of    the    system    become    a   complete 
guarantee  for  each  other. 

I  will  just  notice  another  point  which  Mr.  Brougham  has 
bestowed  considerable  pains  upon,  and  with  it  close  the 
subject  for  the  present.  In  all  the  great  schools  and  col- 
leges we  hear  of  no  children  being  admitted,  except  those 
of  the  aristocracy,  or  men  of  large  property  ;  and  what  is 
not  a  little  singular,  it  appears  that  the  Committee  have 
not  examined  any  establishment  which  has  not  proved  to 
have  been  originally  intended  for  the  sole  and  exclusive  use 
of  the  poor.  The  statutes  which  founded  Eaton,  Winchester, 
Trinity,  and  King's  College,  Cambridge,  are  all  extremely 
particular  on  thig  point.  As  for  Eaton  and  King's  College 
the  statutes  require  tiie  scholars  to  take  a  solemn  oath  that 
that  they  have  not  five  marcs  (3/.  6s.].  a  year  to  spend; 
*'  yet"  observes  Mr.  Brougham,  *'  as  a'  practical  commen- 
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tary  on  this  oath,  they  pay  ten  guineas  a  year  to  their 
masters;  and  the  average  of  their  other  expenses  exceeds 
fifty."  It  is  ordered,  that  if  any  boy  comes  into  possession 
of  property  to  the  amount  of  5/.  a  year  he  shall  be  expelled  ; 
and  this  is  construed  66L  13s.  4d.y  regard  being  had  to  the 
diminished  value  of  money,  although  the  warden  fellows 
and  scholars  all  swear  to  observe  the  Statutes  **  according  to 
**  their  plnin^  literal,  and  grammatical  sense  and  understand' 
"  ing."  And  with  respect  to  the  Westminster  Statutes, 
they  expressly  prohibit  any  boy  being  elected  on  the  foun- 
dation "  who  has,  or  at  his  fathers  death  will  inherit  a  patri' 
**  moni/  of  ten  pounds  ** 

In  short,  the  more  these  ancient  establishments  are 
searched  into,  the  more  Will  they  appear  to  have  been 
abused,  and  the  more  will  the  public  be  convinced  that 
they  stand  in  need  of  reformation.  There  is  no  estimating 
the  extent  to  which  the  poor  are  plundered  by  parsons  and 
corporations.  The  Ministry  are  determined  that  no  effec- 
tual investigation  shall  take  place  ;  it  will  be  seen  during 
the  next  Session  of  Parliament  whether  they  have  the 
power  to  protect  abuses,  so  illegal,  so  extensive,  and  so 
glaring.  The  question,  it  is  understood,  will  again  be 
agitated,  and  a  few  months  will  probably  decide  whether  a 
set  of  lazy  priests,  or  a  parcel  of  rotten  corporations  are 
be  suffered  to  rob  the  poor  with  impunity. 

W.  T.  SHERWIN^. 
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N.  B.  The  whole  of  PAine's  Political  Works  may  be  had 
verbatim,  from  the  original  copies. 


An   Address    to    the    Labouring   Classes    of   the 

THREE    UnITKD    KiNGDOMS. 

My  Friends  and  Fellow-Labourers, 
That  you  are  an  oppressed,  insulted,  and  degraded 
People,  there  are  unquestionable  proofs,  and  there  are 
various  opinions  by  what  means  you  are  to  redeem  your- 
selves from  the  diabolical  system  that  you  have  so  long 
laboured  under.  It  is  well  known  that  you  have  prayed, 
that  you  have  petitioned  and  €olicited  in  eycry  shape  and 


S44  sherwin's  political  register, 

quarter.     But  by  this  time,  I  presume,  you  are  fully  satis* 
fied  that  all  these  things  are  in  vain.     What  then  is  to  be 
clone,  or  where  are  you  to  look  for  a  remedy  ?     In  the  first 
place  you  must  recollect  that  England,  Ireland,  and  Scot- 
land are  richer  novr  than  they  were  thirty  years  ago,  but  alas! 
•what  is  that  to  you,  when  numbers  of  you  are  [)erishing  with 
hunger?     What  is  all  the  boasted  wealth  of  Nations,  when 
those  which  labour  for  that  wealth  are  living  in  poverty 
and  misery,  and  their  merciless  masters  are  enjoying  that 
wealth,  and  are  living  in  luxury,  extravagance,  and  idle- 
iFiess  ?    In  vain  do  you  solicit  them — in  vain  do  you  petition 
to  them  to  redress  your  heavy  grievances  ;  in  vain  are  your 
plaintive  cries,  your   heart-felt  groans,  or  your  humblest 
addresses.     Their  consciences  are  seared  as  with  a  hot  iron, 
and  their  adamantine   hearts  are  impregnable  against  the 
keenest  distress  -df  "their  fellow-mortals ;    and  as  such,  I 
%varn  you  by  the  tears  of  the  widow  and  the  fatherless, — by 
the  shameful  oppression  that  you   labour  under, — by  the 
distress  of  your  wretched  dwellings, — by  the   filthy  rags 
with  which  you  are  clothed, — by  the  cries  of  your  innocent 
and  helpless  children  for  bread,  and  by  all  that  is  near  and 
dear  to  you  as  your  birthright.     I  warn  you  to  resist  the 
unnatural  hand  that  is  continually  wounding  you,  and  say 
to  your  tyrannical  masters,  give  us  the  fruits  of  our  labour, 
or  we  will  work  for  you  no  longer;    some  of  you  njay  be 
ready  to  say,  how  is  this  to  be  efiected,  I  will  inform  you  ; 
yow  must  remember  in  the  first  place,  that  according  to  the 
present  state  of  things,  no  trade,  calling,  or  occupation  can 
secure  itself  from  the  lawless  power  of  its  unjust  masters  ; 
but  all  trades,  callings,  and  occupations,  by  forming  a  reci- 
procal union,  can  surely   bid  defiance  to  those  masters  in 
their  turns,  which  have  so  long  exercised  dominion  over 
them;    the  union  hath  already  begun  in  some  parts  of  the 
kingdom  of  Britain,  and  without  this  union  you  may  de- 
pend upon  it  you  are  undone  ;  only  look  at  the  ascendancy 
that  your  employers  have  gained  over  you  in  the  last  twenty 
years,  and  you  will  find,  that  in  proportion  as  your  masters 
have  grown  rich,  in  the  same  proportion  you  have  become 
poor,  and  if  the  system  still  goes  on,  every  year  will  be 
worse  and  worse,  till  at  last  your  degraded  posterity  will  be 
no    longer   men,    but    mere   brutish   animals.      Then   for 
heaven's  sake  lose  no  time,  but  form  a  union  as  speedy  as 
possible,  choose  one  deputy  frotii  every   branch,   and   let 
every  trade,  culling,  and  occupation  be  represented  in  one 
society  ;   such  a  union   ui  congenial  to  the  nature  of  mauj 
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for  man,  naturally,  when  free  from  corruption,  is  a  sociable 
creature.  Born  for  society,  such  is  his  element,  such  is  his 
happiness.  That  brotherly  love  should  continue  amongst 
mankind  is  consistent  with  the  great  law  of  Heaven,  the 
law  of  nature,  the  attributes  of  the  Deity,  and  of  human 
reason. — But  for  ages  have  your  tyrannical  masters,  and  the 
masters  of  your  forefathers,  kept  you  and  them  at  variance 
with  one  another.  Shun  the  rock,  then,  upon  which  others 
have  split,  and  in  future  let  truth,  reason,  and  matter  of 
of  fact  be  your  unerring  compass.  Let  no  infernal  insinua- 
tions, nor  any  demon  of  mischief,  divert  your  attention 
from  the  one  thing  needful,  viz.  a  congenial  and  a  reciprocal 
imion  amongst  you  all:  are  you  not  friends  ?  are  you  not 
brethren? — brethren  of  the  dust,  and  brethren  in  poverty 
and  oppression ;  look  around  you,  and  behold  the  rights 
that  you  are  deprived  of;  look  at  those  stately  buildings, 
those  vast  inclosures,  those  navigable  canals,  those  lofty 
ships,  and  those  numberless  carriages,  are  not  all  these  the 
works  of  your  hands  ?  Look  at  the  luxurious  tables  of  the 
rich,  look  at  their  gorgeous  apparel,  their  ruddy  com- 
plexion, their  cofl^ers,  and  their  vast  stores,  and  in  them 
behold  your  handy  works.  Cast  your  eyes  through  your 
perishing  country,  and  see  the  quantities  of  rich  goods  that 
adorn  the  spacious  shops,  clothing  of  every  kind  that  imagi- 
nation can  possibly  conceive;  these  also,  with  e^ery  otiier 
convenience  and  necessary  that  the  spacious  earth  can 
fifford,  are  the  fruits  of  your  labour.  When  you  have  taken 
an  ample  and  retrospective  view  of  the  above,  if  it  will  not 
immediately  drive  you  to  a  state  of  desperation,  take  a  peep 
at  yourselves, — behold  the  pale  and  wan  cheeks — the  tat- 
tered garments  of  your  puny  children, — look  at  the  dejected 
countenances,  the  emaciated  forms,  and  the  worn  out 
apparel  of  your  wives.  Behold  the  scanty  meals  that 
degrades  your  poverty-stricken  tables  from  day  to  day. 
Look  at  your  habitations  and  miserable  lodgings  during  the 
piercing  wintry  blast,  and  lastly  look  at  yourselves.  Look 
at  your  disgraceful  apparel,  consider  your  meagre  and 
dismal  appearances  and  the  sweat  that  is  forced  from  your 
almost  worn  out  bodies,  in  consequence  of  excessive  labour. 
Are  not  these  sufficient  reasons  to  cause  you  to  rise  from 
your  apathy.  Let  every  animosity  that  hath  existed  amongst 
you  be  for  ever  forgotten,  join  hand  in  hand  and  let  your 
hearts  be  fully  united  in  one  common  cause  and  interest, 
put  yourselves  in  a  formidable  attitude  of  defence  against 
your  perpetual  invaders,  and  then  boldly   aud  justly  claim 
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your  heavenly  birthrights,  shew  your  tyrants  that  they  have 
no  right  to  consume  your  substance  in  riot  and  extrava- 
gance— shew  them  that  they  are  nothing  but  men  like  your- 
selves— undeceive  them,  for  most  of  them  imagine  that  what 
they  hold  is  their  own,  when  at  the  same  time  all  they  hold 
is  the  work  of  your  hands.  Finally,  my  friends  and  fellow- 
suffereis  lay  a  right  foundation,  and  through  perseverance, 
you  will  surely  complete  the  building.  Form  a  union  of 
brotheily  affection,  leave  none  out,  for  all  are  imposed  upon ; 
do  nothinji  but  what  the  wholesome  and  salutary  laws  of 
the  living  God  sanctions,  let  harmony,  peace  and  concord 
dwell  amongst  you,  and  unite  in  one  mind,  one  heart  and 
one  strength,  and  by  so  doing  you  will  do  justice  to  your- 
selves and  to  the  rising  generation,  and  at  the  same  time 
will  advance  one  step  nearer  the  end  for  which  you  were 
created. 

Rd.  Moore. 
Manchester, 


At  a  Public  Meeting  held  in  the  parish  of  Roch- 
dale, IN  THE  County  of  Lancaster,  on  Tuesday, 
THE  18th  of  August,  181S.  The  following  Reso- 
lutions were  unanimously  agreed  to. — Mr- 
Joseph  Watson  in  the  Chair. 

I.  That  all  men  are  by  nature  equal,  and  that  the  end 
and  aim  of  all  just  political  Government,  is,  to  secure  as 
much  freedom  to  the  governed  as  is  compatible  with  a  state 
of  society,  and  at  the  smallest  possible  expence. 

II.  That  these  principles  are  recognized  in  the  constitu- 
tion of  this  country,  wherein  it  is  said — *  That  all  the 
People  are  supposed  to  be  present  in  the  Commons*  House 
of  Parliament,  either  in  person,  or  by  their  representatives,' 
— *  That  money  cannot  be  taken  out  of  the  pockets  of  the 
People  without  their  consent,  or  the  consent  of  their  repre- 
sentatives,* &c.  And  it  is  also  declared,  that  *  no  person 
who  has  an  office,  or  place  of  profit  under  the  King,  or  who 
receives  a  pension  from  the  Crown,  can  serve  as  a  member 
of  the  Commons*  House  of  Parliament.* 

III.  That  notwithstanding  these  declared  rights  of  the 
People,  the  great  bulk  of  the  nation  are  entirely  excluded 
from  the  elective  franchise.  That  two  hundred  and  sixty- 
seven  individuals,  and  the  Treasury,  influence  the  election  of 
four  hundred  and  eighty-seven  members,  out  of  the  six  hun- 
dred and  fifty-eight  of  which  the  Commons*  House  is  com- 
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pos^d,  and  that  about  £300,000  of  the  public  money  is 
paid  annually  in  salaries  and  pensions  to  members  of  that 
House. 

IV.  That  this  defective  and  corrupt  state  of  the  represen- 
tation, is,  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  the  primary  cause 
of  all  the  misery  under  which  the  People  groan. — That  we 
are  indebted  to  these  mock  representatives,  the  tools  of  an 
oligarchical  faction,  not  only  for  the  abridgment  of  our 
liberties,  but  for  the  enormous  load  of  taxes  with  which 
we  are  burthened. — That  it  is  to  these  corrupt  Parliaments 
we  have  to  attribute  all  the  cruel  and  bloody  wars,  which 
for  the  last  half  century  have  been  waged  against  the  liberties 
of  mankind  ;  loading  us  with  a  thousand  millions  ol'  debt, 
and  increasing  the  annual  expenditure  from  nine  millions  to 
more  than  seventy  millions  in  the  reign  of  the  present 
King. 

V.  That  the  late  House  of  Commons  have  far  surpassed 
all  their  predecessors  in  iniquity — they  have  supported 
almost  every  measure  of  a  profligate  and  cruel  Ministry  in 
furtherance  of  despotism  both  at  home  and  abroad. 

VI.  That  after  having  assisted  in  restoring  the  hated 
Bourbon  family  to  the  thrones  of  France  and  Spain,  re- 
established the  inquisition  in  the  latter  country,  and  re- 
instated the  Pope,  our  wicked  rulers  become  a  party  to  the 
spoliations  of  Norway,  Saxony,  and  Genoa,  and  to  the 
placing  of  a  large  foreign  army  in  France,  to  support  a 
Monarch  on  that  throne  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  the 
People,  a  British  House  of  Comm'  ns  sanctions  all  their 
misdeeds. 

VIL  That  after  the  restoration  of  peace,  they  second  the 
despotic  acts  of  Ministers,  in  keeping  up  an  enormous  stand- 
ing army  contrary  to  the  constitution.  They  pass  the  Corn 
•Bill  against  the  declared  voice  of  the  People,  a  law  that  has 
a  direct  tendency  to  starve  the  poor  by  keeping  up  the  price 
of  bread  ;  and  when  the  severest  distress  overspreads  the 
land  they  turn  aside  from  the  complaints  of  the  People,  and 
answer  their  petitions  for  reform  with  insult,  and  fresh  en- 
croachments upon  their  liberties.  V 

VIII.  That  when  the  Ministry,  to  find  a  pre^xt  for 
crushing  the  spirit  of  reform,  send  out  their  emissaries  to 
form  plots  and  conspiracies,  and  excite  a  starving  People  to 
disturbance,  the  late  House  of  Commons,  instead  of  guard- 
ing the  liberties  of  the  People  and  lessening  their  burdens, 
suspend  the  act  of  Habeas  Corpus,  that  Ministers  may  fill 
the  Jails  with  the  friends  cf  reform,  and  stain  the  scaffold 
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■with  the  blood  of  those  whom  their  spies  had  instigated  to 
crime.  And  when  the  alarm  which  had  been  raised  by  the 
cry  of  treason  had  subsided,  and  every  person  in  the  nation 
could  dearly  gee  that  all  the  plots  were  the  plots  o^*  Minis- 
ters— that  there  had  been  no  conspiracies  but  of  their  own 
fomenting — to  their  eternal  disgrace,  the  House  of  Com- 
nions,  instead  of  impeaching  these  arch  traitors,  not  only 
pass  a  Bill  of  Indemnity  to  screen  them  and  lh<ir  agents 
from  pnniBhmentj  but  refuse  to  enter  upon  any  enquiry  into 
those  wicked  transactions — they  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  the  com- 
plaints of  the  sufferers  and  make  a  mock  of  their  sufferings. 

IX.  That  to  submit  passively  to  such  a  system  of  fraud, 
rapine,  and  cruelly,  is  a  disgrace  to  a  People  calling  them* 
selves  free. 

X.  That  nothing  short  of  a  radical  reform  in  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  People,  this  meeting  is  firmly  convinced, 
can  save  the  nation  iroin  undisguised  despotism,  and  the 
most  abject  slavery  on  the  one  hand,  or  dreadful  confusion 
and  convulsive  anarchy  on  the  other. 

XL  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  the  most  just, 
the  most  rational,  the  most  practicable,  and  the  most  effi- 
cient plan  of  reform,  is,  that  which  admits  all  adult  male 
persons,  (insanes  mv\  criminals  excepted,)  to  the  right  of 
voting  for  representatives  to  serve  in  Paiiiament,  and  that 
Parliaments  be  brou£>ht  back  to  their  constitutional  duration., 
viz.  not  exceeding  one  year.  This  is  the  reform  we  ask,  and 
this  is  the  reform  we  pledge  ourselves  to  use  every  lawful 
effort  in  our  power  to  obtain. 

XII.  That  the  tlmnks  of  this  meetiwg  be  given  to  the 
Father  of  Reform,  Major  Cartwright,  for  his  indefatigable 
exertion  in  this  great  and  glorious  cause. 

XIII.  Tliat  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  given  to  Mr. 
Joseph  Watson  for  his  impartial  conduct  in  the  Chair  this 
day. 


To  THE  Editor  of  the  Political  Register. 

Sept.  27th,  1813. 
Sir, 
SiisfCE  sendiog  our  two  letters  for  insertion  in  your  valu- 
able Register,  we  have  observed  an  article  in  the  Black 
Dwarf  of  Wednesday  last,  signed  T.  Chary,  secretary  to 
the  conxmittee  for  managing  the  subscription  for  the  relief 
of  the  sutl'erers  under  the  late  Suspension  Act,  by  which  it 
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appears,  some  of  our  positions  are  confirmed.  We  stated 
the  sum  of  £1400.  liad  been  subscribed,  it  seems  £\43S. 
17 s.  A\d.  is  the  exact  sum.  Mr.  Cleary  further  says,  **  the 
numerous  cases  of  all  thos?  forwarded  to  him  as  secretary, 
not  taken  before  into  consideration,  azV/  be  laid  before  the 
committee." — This  confirms  another  of  our  positions,  where 
we  observe  **  the  fdaims  of  some  have  been  entirely  over- 
looked.*'— We  bad  no  idea  the  cases  were  so  numerous — 
they  far  exceed  our  position;  but  how  is  it  they  have  not 
been  laid  before  the  committee  earlier?  Dofs  Mr.  Cleary 
mean  to  take  upon  himself  the  responsibility  of  their 
neglect?  Oris  it  only  in  consequence  of  tl)e  notice  we 
have  taken,  that  the  **  poor  fellows"  are  about  to  be  consi- 
dered at  all.  It  seems  much  was  expected,  and  it  was 
thotight  "  rather  remarkable  that  N'oblemen  and  Gentlemen 
of  large  foitunes  and  connections,"  "  who  were  loud  in  their 
indignation  against  the  wanton  suspension  of  the  laws,"  and 
procured,  *'  on  that  account,  the  return  of  themselves  and 
iViends  to  Parliament  at  the  late  election/'  but  who  had, 
**  nevertheless,  neglected  or  declined  to  extend  any  more 
valuable  protection  to  those  unfortunate  meu,  tnan  mere 
declamation  on  their  wrongs  and  sutfc^rinus."  Notwith- 
standing this,  the  books  have  been  kept  open  '*  upwards  of 
seven  months."  Perhaps  it  was  the  intention  to  have  kept 
them  open  till  these  "  Is'oblemen  and  Gentlemen"  had  got 
comfortably  settled  in  their  rural  retreats — and  in  the  midst 
of  solitude  and  retirement,  have  leisure  to  reflect  on  the 
**  chains  and  dungeons,  ruin  and  suicide,  disease  and  death, 
the  misery  and  privation  of  tlie  fanciilies"  of  these  *'  poor 
fellows,"  *'  the  innocent  victims  of  ollicial  tyranny" — and 
make  their  remittances  accordingly ; — or,  perhaps  till  the 
next  meeting  of  Parliament — or,  the  next  general  election 
— by  which  time  the  committee  might  be  supposed  to  have 
gained  some  experience  in  the  professions  of  Parliament^ 
men  and  make  them  come  down  handsomely,  before  they 
again  gave  them,  or  promised  their  support — hs  it  is  very 
well  known  some  committees  have  much  influence  in  the 
way  of  elections. 

Mr.  Cleary  has  intimated  the  intention  of  the  committee, 
of  **  publishing  in  a  day  or  two  the  remaining  list  of  names 
of  those  who  have  sent  in  their  contributions'."  This  is 
certainly  a  very  proper  measure,  as  far  as  it  goes;  but  it 
will  not  satisfy  us,  or  the  public,  that  our  statements  are 
erroneous,  or  the  distribution  just  and  equitable,  according 
to  the  circumstances  and  suiferings  of  each  individual,    Jt 
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will  require  something  more  than  this  to  convince  us  the 
balance  in  the  treasurer's  hands  is  "  comparatively  triHin^." 
We  have  stated  three  hundred  pounds  has  been  paid  over 
to  the  Evanses — a  similar  sum  distributed  amongst  the  other 
sufferers — and,  consequently,  eight  hundred  pounds  remain 
in  hand.  We  do  not  positively  say  these  statements  are  all 
correct,  but  we  shall  always  consider  them  so  till  the  com- 
mittee lay  their  accounts  completely  before  the  public,  and 
prove  by  black  and  white  we  are  in  error.  It  will  be  no 
argument  against  us,  after  this  second  distribution,  to  say 
the  balance  is  "  comparatively  trifling,"  and  before  we  give 
up  a  particle  of  any  one  position,  we  shall  insist,  that  not 
only  the  remaining  list  of  names  of  those  who  have  contri- 
buted, be  published,  but  also  a  list  of  the  names  of  sulferers 
relieved,  with  the  sums  annexed  to  each  name,  together 
with  the  periods  when  the  several  grants  were  made.  Un- 
less this  is  done,  we  shall  continue  to  believe  all  our  state- 
ments are  correct,  and  that  the  committee  has  acted  with 
gross  partiality  and  injustice. 


Signed 


W.  Carr. 

R.  MOGGRIDGE. 

W.  HOLL. 

G.  BllETTELL. 


To  TiiK  Editor  of  the  Political  Register. 

London  f  September  6,  I  SI  8. 
Sir, 
The  mode  adopted  by  the  reformers,  in  petitioning  the 
Crown  and  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament,  for  their  rights, 
I  think  at  once  weak  and  inconsistent.  In  all  petitions,  the 
thing  petitioned  for  is  deemed  to  be  the  right  of  the  pos- 
sessor, and  it  is  only  in  this  light  that  he  has  the  power  of 
granting  it  to  the  party  so  petitioning;  if  the  rij^ht  really 
belong  to  the  People,  why  not  demand  it;  by  petitioning 
do  they  not  acknowledge  that  it  was  not  truly  and  originally 
theirs;  and  for  praying  for  the  restoration  of  their  pristine 
Constitution  do  they  not  subject  themselves  fo  the  derision 
of  their  oppressors.  Pristine  Constitution  !  At  what  period 
of  our  History  did  it  exist?  It  is  mere  delusion  to  talk  so, 
and  if  it  be  designed  to  impress  this  delusion  on  the  minds 
of  the  People,  it  is  of  a  very  dangerous  nature;  it  is  like 
setting  a  man  to  demand  an  inheritance  in  a  court  of  law;. 
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to  which  he  has  no  title,  and  of  which  he  will  only  know- 
when  he  is  fleeced  of  every  shilling,  that  was  really  his  by 
the  owls  of  Lincoln*s-inn  and  Westminster-hall. 

I  have  looked  over  our  History  from  Edward  the  Con- 
fessor to  the  present  period,  and   could  find  no  rii^hts  ac- 
knowledged as  belonging  to  the  People  ;    different  Kings,  it 
is  true,  granted  privileges  to  the  People,  or  what  was  ever 
in   England   considered   to  be    the    People ;    namely,   the 
Barons,  or  those  men  who  engrossed  the  entire  property  of 
the  kingdom  to  themselves ;  but  I  could  no  where  find  that 
the  mob,  the  rabble,  the  swinish  multitude,  was  considered 
on  these  occasions  more  than  the  horse  or  the  ass;  and  what 
if  they  were  considered,  would  it  prove  only  that  Kings  in 
all  ages  of  our  History  was  possessed  of  all  acknowledged 
rights,  and  that  some  of  them  more  lenient,  or  more  silly, 
or  more  fearful  than  the  rest,  granted  certain  privileges  to 
certain  people,  to  answer  their  particular  ends.    Wns  not 
Magna  Charta  forced  from  the  tyrant  John,  at  Uunnimede, 
by  "what  was  called  then,  and  would  be  called  now.  Rebel 
Lords  }     Did  not  the  requisition  to  him  to  grant  and  sign, 
fully  acknowledge  the  prior  right  to  have  been    his?     Was 
the  Bill  of  Rights  acceded  to  by  William,  on  his  usurpation 
of  the  throne  of  his  father  and  uncle,  not  acknowledging 
that  the  right  previously  belonged   to  the  rejected  James  ? 
Then   let  us  no  longer  indulge  in  these  delusions;   from 
Nature  alone  we  derived  our  rights  as  men,  and  as  men  we 
should  demand  our  natural  rights.    Tis  worse  than  nonsense 
to  talk  of  Constitutional  means  where  there  is  no  Constitu- 
tion ;    what   are  the   Constitutional    means    used    by   our 
oppressors,  who  first  combine  to  decree  our  misery,  and 
then   forced   it  on   us   with    the  gibbet,  the  axe,  and  the 
bayonet;    we  have  long  proved  the  inutility  of  petitioning 
Parliament :  for  Parliaments,  from  their  nature,  in  England, 
will  ever  be  composed  of  a  majority  hostile  to  tlie  views  of 
the  swinish  multitude.     It  would  be  most  desirable  if  we 
could  obtain  radical  reform,  reason,  nature,  and  common 
humanity  ;   call  loudly  for  it,  but  the  History  of  the  present 
reign  puts  petitioning  entirely  out  of  the  question,  and  is 
to  men  of  sense  a  mere  subject  of  ridicule,  as  it  is  to  our 
Castlereaghs,  Cannings,  and  Sidmouths.     Let  us  turn  our 
eyes  to  America,  she  gained   more  by  having  her  petitions 
rejected,  than  ever  she  could  hope  from  the  justice  or  for- 
bearance of  the  parent  country.     Tbat  we  have  no  rights  as 
Englishmen   is   beyond   contradiction ;    but   as   men,   that 
^VQry  qatural  right  is  ours,  even  shameless  oppression  will 
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hardly  deny.  Then  let  us  consider  ourselves  only  as  men, 
who  are  wasting  beneath  the  shackles  of  a  base  oppresssion, 
which  a  tyrannical  oligarchy  has  forced  upon  us,  and  all 
niankind  viewing  us  as  brethren  will  participate  in  our  teeU 
iugs,  and  shudder  at  the  wretchedness  which  has  fallen 
on  us.  '  /  ■ 

A  Friend  to  Radic^^l  Reran m. 

The  Sono  of  Freedom^ 

St«rn  Scotia,  when  thy  sons  of  old, 
Flew  o'er  the  heath  all  fleet  and  bold. 
Unknown  to  them  the  power  of  gold. 

Their  song  was  hallow'd  Liberty  I 

Nobly  won  on  BuN nock's  plain. 
By  the  Bruce's  warlike  train, 
Freedom  broke  oppression's  chain, 

And  waked  the  song  of  Liberty  ! 

Once  her  senate  framed  good  laws. 
Once  her  patriots  joined  her  cause. 
Thundering  through  her  gothic  walls. 

The  anthems  of  dear  Liberty  ! 

Veijgeance  markM  the  hero's  eye, 
Freemen  drew  their  swords  on  high. 
Swearing  to  live  with,  or  to  die^ 

With  thee,  our  birth-right  Liberty  ! 

But  faded  now  is  Scotia's  fame. 
Her  freedom's  gone — her  richest  gem, 
And  withered  h«r  republic  flame. 
Sinking  low  in  Slavery  ! 

Yet  strike  your  lyres,  ye  virtuous  bards. 
Freedom  still  your  cause  regards, 
Lo  \  in  her  hand  are  great  rewards, 

The  rich  rewards  of  Liberty  ! 


Caledonius. 


Glasgow, 
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